
 
 

 

The Call of the Wild 

(Questions) 

 

1. In Chapter 1 of The Call of the Wild, how is Buck's response to the man in the 
red sweater different from the way other dogs relate to the man? 

2. How did Buck’s relationship with John Thornton differ from his relationships 
with his previous masters? How does London illustrate Buck’s intense feelings for 
Thornton? How is this in keeping with his new, more primitive self? How does 
Buck balance his love for Thornton with his more primitive self? 

3. In The Call of the Wild, how are François and Perrault similar and different? 

4. What are two instances in which chaotic situations develop, and for what 
reasons? 

5. In Chapter 5, how does Jack London contrast humor and tragedy, and why? 

6. In what ways does The Call of the Wild support environmentalism? 

7. Reread London’s first description of Hal and Charles in Chapter 5. What do you 
think will happen to them based on this initial description? 

8. What do you make of Pi's assertion at the beginning of chapter 16 that we are 
all "in limbo, without religion, until some figure introduces us to God"? Do you 
believe that Pi's faith is a response to his father's agnosticism? 

9. Critics write that London was heavily influenced by Darwin’s idea of survival of 
the fittest. Give examples from the novel to support this position. 

10. How does this book support and contradict the theory of evolution? 

11. Does the book have a happy or sad ending? Explain your answer. 

https://www.coursehero.com/lit/The-Call-of-the-Wild/discussion-questions/page-1/ 



 
 

 

The Call of the Wild 

(About the Author) 

 

 Birth Date— January 12, 1876 
 Place of Birth— San Francisco, California  
 Birth Death— November 22, 1916 
 Place of Death— Glen Ellen, California   
 Education— University of California, Berkeley (1896–1897) 
 Awards— Named one of the "Top 100 Writers of the 20th Century" in 2000 

Journalist and author John Griffith Chaney, better known as Jack London, was 
born on January 12, 1876, in San Francisco, California. Jack, as he came to call 
himself as a boy, was the son of Flora Wellman, an unwed mother, and William 
Chaney, an attorney, journalist, and pioneering leader in the new field of 
American astrology. 

His father was never part of his life, and his mother ended up marrying John 
London, a Civil War veteran, who moved his new family around the Bay Area 
before settling in Oakland. Jack London grew up working-class. He carved out his 
own hardscrabble life as a teen. He rode trains, pirated oysters, shoveled coal, 
worked on a sealing ship on the Pacific and found employment in a cannery. In his 
free time he hunkered down at libraries, soaking up novels and travel books. 

More 

His life as a writer essentially began in 1893. That year he had weathered a 
harrowing sealing voyage, one in which a typhoon had nearly taken out London 
and his crew. The 17-year-old adventurer had made it home and regaled his 
mother with his tales of what had happened to him. When she saw an 
announcement in one of the local papers for a writing contest, she pushed her 
son to write down and submit his story. Armed with just an eighth-grade 



 
 

 

education, London captured the $25 first prize, beating out college students from 
Berkeley and Stanford. 

For London, the contest was an eye-opening experience, and he decided to 
dedicate his life to writing short stories. But he had trouble finding willing 
publishers. After trying to make a go of it on the East Coast, he returned to 
California and briefly enrolled at the University of California at Berkeley, before 
heading north to Canada to seek at least a small fortune in the gold rush 
happening in the Yukon. By the age of 22, however, London still hadn't put 
together much of a living. He had once again returned to California and was still 
determined to carve out a living as a writer. His experience in the Yukon had 
convinced him he had stories he could tell. In addition, his own poverty and that 
of the struggling men and women he encountered pushed him to embrace 
socialism. 

In 1899 he began publishing stories in the Overland Monthly. The experience of 
writing and getting published greatly disciplined London as a writer. From that 
time forward, London made it a practice to write at least a thousand words a day. 
London found fame and some fortune at the age of 27 with his novel The Call of 
the Wild (1903), which told the story of a dog that finds its place in the world as a 
sled dog in the Yukon. 

The success did little to soften London's hard-driving lifestyle. A prolific writer, he 
published more than 50 books over the last 16 years of his life. The titles included 
The People of the Abyss (1903), which offered a scathing critique of capitalism; 
White Fang (1906), a popular tale about a wild wolf dog becoming domesticated; 
and John Barleycorn (1913), a memoir of sorts that detailed his lifelong battle with 
alcohol. 

He charged forth in other ways, too. He covered the Russo-Japanese War in 1904 
for Hearst papers, introduced American readers to Hawaii and the sport of 
surfing, and frequently lectured about the problems associated with capitalism. In 
1900 London married Bess Maddern. The couple had two daughters together, 
Joan and Bess. By some accounts Bess and London's relationship was constructed 
less around love and more around the idea that they could have strong, healthy 



 
 

 

children together. It's not surprising, then, that their marriage lasted just a few 
years. In 1905, following his divorce from Bess, London married Charmian 
Kittredge, whom he would be with for the rest of his life. 

For much of the last decade of his life, London faced a number of health issues. 
This included kidney disease, which ended up taking his life. He died at his 
California ranch, which he shared with Kittredge, on November 22, 1916. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.biography.com/writer/jack-london  



 
 

 

The Call of the Wild 

(Reviews) 

 

The Guardian  

The Call of the Wild, a short adventure novel about a sled dog named Buck (a 
cross between a St Bernard and a Scotch collie) will be one of the strangest, and 
most strangely potent, narratives in this series. 

 

Its author was a one-off, too. Jack London was a maverick, macho young man, the 
son of an itinerant astrologer and a spiritualist mother. As a boy, he led a criminal 
life, specialising in the piracy of oysters in San Francisco Bay. As a writer, he 
blazed briefly, lived hard and dangerously, and died from drink and drugs aged 
just 40, having written more than 50 books in 20 years. 

 

London is the archetype of the American writer as primeval hero, the forerunner 
of Hemingway, Dos Passos, Kerouac and possibly Hunter S Thompson. To George 
Orwell, he was "an adventurer and a man of action as few writers have ever 
been". A devotee of Kipling's Jungle Book, London found his literary voice writing 
about a dog that learns to live at the limit of civilisation. He was inspired to 
embark on his dog story as a means to explore what he saw as the essence of 
human nature in response to a wave of calls to American youth urging a new start 
for the turn-of-the-century generation. London's mythical creature became his 
answer to the complex challenges of modernity. 

 

The reader discovers Buck, a domesticated prize dog, as the effete pet of a 
Californian judge. When he is stolen by his master's gardener to settle some 



 
 

 

gambling debts, Buck passes through a sequence of owners representing the 
highs and lows of humanity. Sold into a kind of canine slavery as an Alaskan sled 
dog, Buck ends up in the Yukon of the 1890s Klondike gold rush, a milieu familiar 
to the writer. Eventually, he becomes the property of a salt-of-the-earth 
outdoorsman named John Thornton who recognises Buck's qualities and with 
whom the dog enjoys a deep and affecting rapport. 

 

Among many adventures, in extremis, Buck saves Thornton from drowning, but 
when his master is killed by Yeehat Indians, he gives in to his true nature, answers 
the call of the wild and joins a wolf pack: "Man, and the claims of man, no longer 
bound him." Here, London is not just writing about dogs. He is expressing his 
belief, which owes something to Rousseau, that humanity is always in a state of 
conflict, and that the struggles of existence strengthen man's nature. 

 

London's chapter titles – "Into the Primitive", "The Law of Club and Fang" and 
"The Dominant Primordial Beast" – might appear to set London's literary agenda. 
But what projects The Call of the Wild towards immortality is London's urgent and 
vivid style, and his astonishing identification with the world he's describing. His 
capacity to involve his readers in his story, regardless of literary subtlety, is what 
many generations of American writers became inspired by. For this alone, he 
deserves to be remembered. 

 

Common Sense Media: Book Review by Matt Berman 

The Call of the Wild is a great work of literature; there can be no doubt. Written in 
a style that is at once muscular and poetic, it is both an adventure story and a 
meditation on civilization vs. savagery, with savagery clearly having more appeal 
to the author. As Buck gradually reverts to the instincts and behaviors of his wolf 
ancestors, he becomes both more alive and more truly himself. This, and its 
implications for human beings, gives young readers plenty to think and talk about, 



 
 

 

which explains why this book continues to be a favorite for discussion groups and 
classrooms. 

There's a brutality here that not all children will find to their taste, and modern 
American children are more likely to want to discuss the way Buck is treated than 
the way he acts. The sensibilities that drove the author and his original audience 
have changed dramatically since the time this book was written, and animal rights 
and treatment are a hot topic with children these days. "The law of club and fang" 
is a long way from the experience of most modern young readers, who may not 
agree with author Jack London's view of the whole situation. This, of course, can 
also prompt interesting discussions, though they may be different from what the 
author was thinking of when he wrote it. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
https://www.theguardian.com/books/2014/may/19/100-best-novels-call-of-the-wild-jack-london 

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/book-reviews/the-call-of-the-wild 



 
 

 

The Call of the Wild 

(Enhancement) 

 

The book started as a short story. 

 In 1902, London published a short story in Cosmopolitan called "Diablo 
— A Dog," where a dog named Bâtard kills his master. On December 1, 
London started a companion piece to the story, this time focusing on 
writing about a “good dog.” He intended it to be a short story of 
around 4000 words, but it started to grow. Soon he was working on it 
day and night. Three months later, he’d written 32,000 words, the size 
of a novella. He titled it The Call of the Wild. 

 

Much of his work shows the influence of Darwin’s “Survival of the Fittest.”  

 When London tells of “an old song, old as the breed itself” that stirred his 
hero Buck, London conjures the idea of a collective unconscious that 
“harked back through the ages of fire and roof to the raw beginnings of life 
in the howling ages.” When London sailed for Alaska en route to the Yukon, 
he brought with him books by Charles Darwin. The ruthless nature implied 
by Darwin’s theory of natural selection—survival of the fittest—abounds in 
London’s work. The Klondike of The Call of the Wild is quite literally a dog-
eat-dog world, in which London lauds resourcefulness and strength of will 
above all else. 

 

Dogs 

The dog (Canis Familiaris when considered a distinct species, or Canis Lupus 
Familiaris when considered a sub-species of the wolf) is a member of the genus 
Canis which forms part of the wolf-like canids, and is the most widely abundant 



 
 

 

terrestrial carnivore. The dog and the extant gray wolf are sister taxa, as modern 
wolves are not closely related to the wolves that were first domesticated. Which 
implies that the direct ancestor of the dog is extinct. The dog was the first species 
to be domesticated, and has been selectively bred over millennia for various 
behaviors, sensory capabilities and physical attributes. Their long association with 
humans has led dogs to be uniquely attuned to human behavior and they are able 
to thrive on a starch rich diet that would be inadequate for other canids… [Their] 
influence on human society has given them the sobriquet of “man’s best friend”. 

 

“His father, Elmo, a huge St. Bernard, had been the Judge’s 
inseparable companion, and Buck bid fair to follow in the way 
of his father. He was not so large – he weighed only one 
hundred and forty pounds – for his mother, Shep, had been a 

Scotch shepherd dog.”          Quote from The Call of the Wild. 

 

Klondike Gold Rush 

Onn August 16, 1986, an American prospector named James Carmack, his Tagish 
wife Kate Carmack, her brother Skookum Jim, and their nephew Dawson Charlie 
were traveling south of the Klondike River… they began looking for gold on the 
Bonanza Creek… It is not clear who discovered the gold, James Carmack or 
Skookum Jim, but the group agreed to let George Carmack appear as the official 
discoverer because they feared the authorities would not recognize and indigenous 
claim.  

In the resulting Klondike stampede, an estimated 100,000 people tried to reach the 
Klondike gold fields, of whom only 30,000 to 40,000 eventually did. It formed the 
height of the Klondike gold rush from the summer of 1897 to the summer of 1898. 
Of the estimated… people who reached Dawson City only 15,000 to 20,000 became 
prospectors. Of these no more than 4,000 struck gold and only a few hundred 
became rich.  



 
 

 

…during the winter of 1898 – 1899 much larger quantities [of gold] were found at 
Nome at the mouth of the Yukon. In 1899, a flood of prospectors from across the 
region left for Nome… the Klondike gold rush was over. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dawson City c. 1899       Leaving Dawson, Yukon for Nome,  
          Alaska 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.mentalfloss.com/article/88949/5-facts-about-wild-life-call-wild-author-jack-london 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Klondike_Gold_Rush 


