
 
 

 

And Then There Were None 

(Questions) 

 

1. When we first meet the “ten soldiers,” while they may not have been the best 
group of people, you don’t necessarily wish them ill will. As their pasts are revealed 
and their true personalities unmasked, did you feel any sympathy for them as a 
victim of the situation? Do you think that we, the reader, were predisposed to 
dislike certain characters more and feel sympathy for others? 

2. Each soldier was initially defined by their stature or position in life, did that 
change for any of them as the story progressed, or did they rely more on their roles 
off the island for survival? 

3. One of the themes present throughout And Then There Were None is guilt and 
the effect it can have on a person. How did each character deal with the guilt of 
their past crimes? Who handled it the best? And who was the most torn up from it? 

4. What did you think of the use of “Ten Little Soldiers” throughout the book, both 
the poem posted in the bedrooms and the little disappearing figurines on the 
dining room table? How do they both figure into the story? Do you think the 
reminder of the “Ten Little Soldiers” poem was necessary throughout the story? 

5. If you were trapped on Soldier Island, which character’s behavior would you 
most identify with and why? If not, what would you have done differently? 

6. From the very beginning certain characters are drawn to each other to form 
alliances in their strange situation—at first Vera and Emily, later Blore, Armstrong, 
and Lombard, Armstrong and Wargrave, and then Vera and Lombard. What do you 
think brought them together? How do these alliances affect events? 

7. Did you have your own theories about who Unknown was before getting to the 
“Manuscript Document” and if so, at what point? 



 
 

 

8. It’s widely commented that Christie “violated the standard rules of mystery 
writing” by making it nearly impossible for us to solve the mystery before she 
explains it to us. How did that make you feel as a reader? 

9. As Agatha wrote in her author’s note, the plot was so simple, yet so baffling, that 
she herself was most pleased with the outcome for having done it. Are there any 
mysteries from recent years that you think come close to what she accomplished 
here? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.bookclubgirl.com/book_club_girl/2014/06/our-summer-of-christie-read-along-officially-begins-
today-with-and-then-there-were-none.html 



 
 

 

And Then There Were None 

(About the Author) 

 

• Birth—September 15, 1890 

• Where—Torquay, Devon, UK 

• Death—January 12, 1976 

• Where—Wallingford, Oxfordshire, UK 

• Education—home schooled and finishing school in Paris. 

• Awards—Edgar Award and the Grand Master Award 

   (broth from Mystery Writers of American) 

 

Dame Agatha Mary Clarissa Christie, DBE was a British crime writer of novels, 
short stories, and plays. She also wrote six romances under the name Mary 
Westmacott, but she is best remembered for the 66 detective novels and more 
than 15 short story collections she wrote under her own name, most of which 
revolve around the investigations of such characters as Hercule Poirot, Miss Jane 
Marple and Tommy and Tuppence. She also wrote the world's longest-running 
play The Mousetrap. 

 

According to the Guinness Book of World Records, Christie is the best-selling 
novelist of all time. In 1955, Christie was the first recipient of the Mystery Writers 
of America's highest honour, the Grand Master Award, and in the same year 
Witness for the Prosecution was given an Edgar Award by the MWA for Best Play. 
Many of her books and short stories have been filmed, and many have been 
adapted for television, radio, video games and comics. And Then There Were 
None is Christie's best-selling novel with 100 million sales to date, making it the 
world's best-selling mystery ever, and one of the best-selling books of all time. 

https://www.litlovers.com/reading-guides/fiction/9070-and-then-there-were-none-christie?start=1 



 
 

 

And Then There Were None 

(Reviews) 

 

“The whole thing is utterly impossible and utterly fascinating. It is the most 

baffling mystery Agatha Christie has ever written.” 

 New York Times 

 

“One of the most ingenious thrillers in many a day.” 

Time magazine 

 

“One of the very best, most genuinely bewildering Christies.” 

The Observer (UK) 

 

“There is no cheating; the reader is just bamboozled in a straightforward way 

from first to last….The most colossal achievement of a colossal career.” 

New Statesman (UK) 

 

“The most astonishingly impudent, ingenious and altogether successful mystery 

story since The Murder of Roger Ackroyd.” 

Daily Herald (UK) 



 
 

 

“What Agatha Christie taught me was all about the delicate placement of the red 

herring. She was the ultimate genius behind ‘by indirections shall we find 

directions out.’ ” 

Elizabeth George, New York Times bestselling author of the Inspector Lynley 

novels 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.harpercollins.com/9780062325549/and-then-there-were-none/  



 
 

 

And Then There Were None 

(Enhancement) 

 

The subject of this crime murder mystery written in 1939 was loosely based on 
the children’s counting song called “Ten Little Indians.” The poem is derived from 
a 19th century minstrel song called “Ten Little Injuns” written by Septimus Winner 
in 1868.  It was often performed in a traveling minstrel show in the United States.  
The text to the song follows: 

Ten little Indians standin' in a line, 
One toddled home and then there were nine; 
 

Nine little Indians swingin' on a gate, 
One tumbled off and then there were eight. 
 

Eight little Indians gayest under heav'n. 
One went to sleep and then there were seven; 
 

Seven little Indians cuttin' up their tricks, 
One broke his neck and then there were six. 
 

Six little Indians all alive, 
One kicked the bucket and then there were five; 
 

Five little Indians on a cellar door, 
One tumbled in and then there were four. 
 



 
 

 

Four little Indians up on a spree, 
One got fuddled and then there were three; 
 

Three little Indians out on a canoe, 
One tumbled overboard and then there were two 
Two little Indians foolin' with a gun, 
One shot t'other and then there was one; 
 

One little Indian livin' all alone, 
He got married and then there were none 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

The first film version of the novel was released in 1945 and directed by Rene Clair. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ten_Little_Indians 

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/b/b9/And_Then_There_Were_None_%281945%29.jpg 


